Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg
In support of the Stephen Lewis Foundation
Awareness Fundraising Solidarity

NEWSLETTER
October 2019
Volume 9, Issue 8
****************************
Contacts:
Barb Linklater
barb111@mymts.net
Donnie Fridfinnson
dfridfinnson@gmail.com
Links to Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg:
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter
Events:
Member Meeting
Thurs. Nov. 7 7 pm
Riverview Community Centre
90 Ashland Ave.

News from the Co-Chairs
Given the early winter storm we experienced over the
Thanksgiving weekend, we can be thankful that we only had
cold, miserable, rainy weather to contend with September 29
for our fifth Art From the Attic. Thank you to the fantastic
group of volunteers who made this year’s event warm and
special. Although total sales were down from other years,
with raffle sale proceeds we still managed to raise over
$18,000 in just 5 1/2 hours.
Members have indicated that in addition to merchandise
sales, they are interested in three main fundraisers this
coming year: A Comedy Night to be held during International
Women’s Week (March 8-14); An Awareness Evening at
Boston Pizza, mid April to mid May; and Art From the Attic 6
(now confirmed for September 13 at St. Vital Mall). Please
consider taking on a coordination role for any of these events.
Remember to come early to the November Member Meeting
at Riverview Community Centre, 90 Ashland Ave. There will
be an orientation session for new members at 6pm followed
by merchandise sales (think early Christmas shopping) at
6:30pm. The regular meeting starts at 7pm. Hope to see you
there.
Submitted by Donnie Fridfinnson

Photos from the Member Meeting Oct. 3, 2019

Ideas for future fundraising projects
Know Your African Country game

Photos by Jean Sorko

Big Thanks!
I want to thank all of those members who, on VERY short notice, provided several bags of mitts/hats/warm
items in response to the request from Welcome Place. The warmth of the items matches the warmth you
showed. SPECIAL mention to Betty Nesbitt who had a stash of warm mitts just waiting – I guess, for such an
opportunity. I so appreciate everyone’s efforts.
IF any of you have additional mitts/hats/gloves/headbands/neck warmers to donate, just let me know and I will
arrange to come get them. NOTE: They do not need to be new, but they do need to be clean and only gently
used. THANKS – jeanaltemeyer@shaw.ca
Submitted by Jean Altemeyer
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AWARENESS
African grandmothers proclaim what
they need.....
Durban, South Africa 2016

We are not asking -for
charity, for pity or for
favours.
We ARE asking for
-access to healthcare
-protection from violence
-political representation
-food security
-shelter
These are our human rights.
We have come to claim them!
Submitted by Frances Molaro

Invitation to Inquiring Minds: Dialogue on
Death
Carol Hibbert passed on information about a series
of events and activities on the topic of death, dying
and grief. The topic is relevant to all of us in our own
lives, and especially so for the African Grandmothers
with whom we stand in solidarity.
Inquiring Minds: Dialogue on Death is an
interesting collection of events and activities on the
topic of death, dying and grief. The topic is relevant
to everyone and all are welcome.
There are more than 8 days and 15 events covering
a wide range of topics on death, dying and grief
including Death Cafe events, movies, book
discussions, a Resource Fair, presentations on
Greener Options and MAID, a Multi-Faith Panel
discussion, Workshops on Communications,
Advanced Care Directives and Memorial Planning.
Most everything is free and open to all - only the
Communications workshop has a small cost
involved.
The full calendar of events and registration
information for events can be found at:
https://www.uuwinnipeg.mb.ca/news/inquiringminds-event-calendar
Submitted by Donnie Fridfinnson

Social Justice
season……..

Giving

this

holiday

We are doing our annual come-buy-Grands 'n'
More Winnipeg merchandise for-holiday-gift-giving
event prior to the November 7th Member Meeting.
REMEMBER our fundraising items include Warm Up
to Winnipeg hand-made scarves - first for you to
donate ($5. for a child scarf; $10. for an adult one),
and second for us to deliver to Welcome Place to
support their work with newly arrived refugees.
With our bag project winding down, we will have
fewer or different opportunities to offer these
scarves – so, take advantage of this November 7th
evening to give them in the name of your grandkids,
or as part of your family or friend gift exchange, or
for others whom you wish to honour. If November
7th is not on your schedule, feel free to contact
jeanaltemeyer@shaw.ca to arrange a time to drop
by and choose the scarves you wish to donate.
THANKS! Submitted by Jean Altemeyer
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Art
Cold, wet, windy
AFTA 5
from
weather did not deter
the
the 530 art-loving,
Attic
bargain-hunting
customers
from
attending
Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg’s fifth Art
From the Attic Sale (AFTA 5) on September 29, 2019.
In total, they bought 978 pieces of art in 336
transactions. Total sales for the day were $17,726.
While the weather may have been a tad
uncooperative, the enthusiasm and friendliness of
the volunteers who worked tirelessly throughout
Saturday to move art and set up at Norwood
Community Centre, and Sunday, sale day, more than
made up for it. Everywhere we looked volunteers
were helping and chatting with customers and
joking among themselves. We received this
response from one of these volunteers:
“Thanks, Jean, for the opportunity to contribute to
such a good cause and to participate in such a fun
art event. Getting all those volunteers together and
working in harmony toward the same cause all
weekend is quite the feat and then to make ANY
sum of money is amazing! It really is the definition
of magic - making something beautiful out of
nothing but the joining together of human hearts.
Thanks for the magical weekend! Love, Kathy
Carlson”
AFTA 5 would not have happened this year if a) a
core group of “Leads” (with the support from former
AFTA leadership) had not stepped up to take on the
key coordinating roles, and b) if the manager of
Pockit Self Storage had not been willing to donate
both storage and work space for the Pricing Team.
Many thanks to the AFTA Planning Team made up
of: Larry Fielding and Diane Sabourin (Pricing Team);
Bev Suek and Cathie Hiller (Marketing &
Communication Team); Gay Sul and Fran Gropp
(Sale Day Team); Heather Colquhoun and Daniela
Evenson (Phone monitoring and Drivers); Donnie
Fridfinnson and Heather Colquhoun (Moving and
Set Up Team); Sharon Twilley and Barb Fletcher
(Gmail monitoring); Barb Fletcher (Finance); and
Jean Altemeyer and Sharon Twilley (guidance and
support).
Submitted by Donnie Fridfinnson & Heather
Colquhoun

Art From the Attic Treasures
One of the best parts of AFTA is seeing customers
find pieces of art that strike the right chord with
them and overhearing excited chatter about where
they plan to hang it. Val Kellberg has suggested that
we tell some of these stories and started us off with
the following gem.
AFTA Treasure #1 - A Boy Can Dream About Big
Bulldozers
One of the unique art pieces at this year’s AFTA was
a mammoth 5 foot by 4 foot original painting of a
bulldozer/backhoe. As much as it was admired, most
treasure hunters were completely baffled as to
where one could hang it. Thanks to the creative
foresight of one set of parents, a lucky little 5-yearold boy is very excited to have this fantastic treasure
on his wall.

Another
Treasure
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AFTA 5
SALE DAY PHOTOS

Photos by
Jean Sorko
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Just Christmas is a great sale that Grands 'n' More Winnipeg has always supported
by having a table at it and spreading the word about it.
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