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Donnie Fridfinnson
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Links to Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg:
Webpage
Facebook
Twitter
Events:
Member Meeting
Thurs. May 2 7 pm
Riverview Community Centre
Mother’s Day Sale
Sat. May 11 10 am – 4:00 pm
Grant Park Shopping Centre
Spring Fundraising Luncheon
Wed. May 29 11:30 am
Riverwood Square
1778 Pembina Highway
Annual Meeting
Mon. June 6 7 pm
Riverview Community Centre.

MEMBER MEETING
Happy Spring to you all.
We are beginning to see signs of new life all around us once
again, as we witness another cycle of Winter into Spring. It is
a time of joy and gratitude for so many of us here in our little
community. However, we are not losing sight of the
vulnerability of those who are struggling as a result of the
cyclone that depleted and wiped out so many of their precious
resources in Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.
In early April, Frances and members of the Awareness
Committee showed excerpts from the movie City of Joy, and
provided us with good insights into achievements that are
being made in the countries we are supporting. On behalf of
Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Thelma made a much appreciated
presentation at Temple Shalom. The Awareness Committee
was also busy at the Pot Luck luncheon on April 16, and will
have a display at the Mother's Day Sale at Grant Park.
Our Fundraising Committee also had a very successful month.
Nina and her team once again produced a delightful and
profitable day of laughter and cageyness with this year’s
Scrabble For Africa. Winners and great prizes met each other
over delicious dainties and coffee. Vera and Orest Rosolowich
once again gifted us with their wonderful shortbread that were
in the shape of scrabble tiles, each marked with an alphabet
letter. See Nina’s article for all the details.
The WUW (Warm Up to Winnipeg) team along with
our Merchandise team, were on hand at all of the above
events. The products they display so brilliantly are simply
beautiful and the resulting sales are always very lucrative.
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Barb Linklater’s article cont. from p.1
Looking to the future, there is once again a full
calendar for May.
On the 7th, Cathie will be giving an awareness
presentation for the retired nurses of the HSC and
Frances will speaking to a group called the Sizzling
Seniors in Transcona on the 23rd. The 11th is the
Grant Park Mothers Day Sale from 10:00 to
4:00. Don't miss it!
On the 29th we will be having our Spring
Fundraising Luncheon, hosted by Riverwood
Square at 1778 Pembina Hwy. Dr. Julie Lajoie will
be our guest speaker and the Chirpy Chicks and the
Rooster will provide entertainment. Our
awareness and sales teams will also be there.
Please mark your calendars and see the poster for
more details.
Well that is about it from Donnie and me. Our
thoughts are with all of our members who face
health challenges and hope the warmth of Spring
will help keep spirits strong. Happy Passover and
also Happy Easter and many blessings to all those
of you who are celebrating this time of renewal in
your faith.
Submitted by Barbara Linklater

•

Rights Institute for Social Empowerment
(RISE)
• Women’s Legal Resources Centre
Mozambique
• Kukumbi – Organization for Rural
Development
• Mozambican Treatment Access Movement
Zimbabwe
• Chiedza Child Care Centre
• Farm Orphan Support Trust of Zimbabwe
• Hope Tariro Trust
• Mavambo Trust (Mavambo Orphan Care)
• Midlands AIDS Service Organisation
• Musasa Project

Settings in Africa
to keep in mind these days
Rwanda: The genocide 25 years ago this month
Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe: hard hit by the
Cyclone Idai
Stephen Lewis Foundation is one of the funders of
these community projects:
Rwanda
• Rwanda Women Community Development
Malawi
• Centre for Alternatives for Victimized
Women and Children
• Centre for Human Rights and
Rehabilitation
• Ekwendeni Hospital HIV/AIDS Programme
(EHAP)
• Friends of AIDS Support Trust
• Nancholi Youth Organization (NAYO)
• National Association for People Living With
HIV and AIDS in Malawi (NAPHAM)
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Guest Speaker at the
Spring Fundraising Luncheon
Dr. Julie Lajoie is a partner at the National
Collaborating Centre for Infectious
Diseases (NCCID) and research associate at
the University of Manitoba.
She will present: Preventing HIV With
Aspirin: alternative fact or science?
Researchers from
the University of
Manitoba and
their collaborators
from the
University of
Nairobi have been
trying to develop
new methods to
prevent HIV
infection. By using
low dose antiinflammatory like
aspirin, they
believe they could have an alternative for
women to protect themselves against HIV
infection.

Where are they located?
Of the 200 + Grandmothers
Campaign groups’ locations some are
quite easy to identify from their
names
BUT…. sometimes there is no clear
indication from the name. Try to
guess the location of these groups.
One of these groups is in the U.S.
Guess the names of the cities.
Gold Pan Grannies
Georgian Bay Grannies
Glacier Grannies
Ujamaa Grandmothers
Bay St. George Angels
G’ma Circle
Grandmothers + Grandothers
Cordia Grandmothers
Answers on page 6 or click on the map at:
http://grandmotherscampaign.org/getinvolved/join-the-campaign/find-a-group/

Membership Fees
This is a reminder to members that the 2019/20
membership fees are due. If you have not already
paid yours, please drop them off with Stan Croall
(Membership) or Barb Fletcher (Treasurer) at the next
meeting that you can attend.
Alternately, you can make a $25 cheque out to:
Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg and mail it to Stan Croall
at 404 – 65 Paget St., Winnipeg, MB R3P 0Z4.
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6th Annual Scrabble
for Africa 2019

The coffee, tea and cookies were wonderful thanks to all the volunteer
bakers. Barbara-Ann Bryant-Anstie and Jo Millard did an excellent job of
running the kitchen. Pat van Herksen and Heather Colquhoun sold the
Grands 'n' More Winnipeg merchandise. Enid Butler was there with
WUW.
Anna Phillips-Cyr, our friend Rita and even Anna’s daughter Joanne,
who was visiting from Alberta, was recruited to sell Silent Auction tickets.
Claudia Kuryk-Serray and our friends Debbie and Jane were at the
Registration table. Deb Radi greeted participants as they arrived in the
hall. Joan Hutlet sold the Scrabble tickets and Frances Molaro set up the
Awareness display. Fran Gropp did an excellent job as our Head Rover
and Barb Linklater helped sell a lot of tickets for cheaters. Enid and Pat
were busy selling 50/50 tickets. Special thanks to Gwen Hewitt who has
volunteered for six years to create our poster and programs.
Thanks to everyone who donated prizes and items for Raffles. We drew
the Scrabble Raffle winners at the end of our event. Loretta Humenik
won the Wall Hanging. Penny Scurfield won the Wine Basket and Penny
Neufield was the Quilt Winner.
Not only did we all have a great
time, but we raised a lot of money...
Program Ads
400.00
Registrations
265.00
Donations
2,210.00
Raffle
1,074.10
Rainbow Auction
584.00
Bidding Auction
145.00
Cheats
394.00
Coffee/Dainty Sale
57.30
TOTAL INCOME $5,129.40
Raffle Tickets
Sandwiches (Deb)
Miscellaneous (Nina)
Hall Rental
TOTAL EXPENSES
BALANCE to date

135.60
50.84
131.21
100.00
$417.65
$4,711.75

Submitted by Nina Logan

Photos by Jean Sorko (above right)
Someone captured a photo of our
photographer.
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Letter from Laurel Garvie - The Bag Project
Hello Everyone,
As most of you are aware we are now in our 11th year
of bag-making. Many of you have been with us for much
of that time, if not all of it! So, it will probably come as no
surprise to you that both Betty and I have decided that
this is our last hurrah. If all goes well, we plan to keep
working on the bag project until the end of this calendar
year — in other words, we hope to be able to keep up to
the demand for our items up to and including the sales
in December 2019.
Betty and I have worked as a team over the past couple
of years to handle all the coordination duties and we
have enjoyed it immensely. But we’re tired and there are
other things we would like to spend our time on. I
suspect that others of you may feel the same.
As some of you will know, I am experiencing an
unexpected and very serious health issue. Over the past
three months I have been diagnosed with colon cancer
and have spent the better part of three weeks in hospital
dealing with the initial stages of treatment and
unrelenting nausea. I am home now and feeling much
improved, but the prognosis is not what I would call
encouraging at this point. It may all turn out well in the
end, but it is equally possible that it may not. I may be
starting chemo in a few weeks, which has a 50/50 chance
of being successful in shrinking my tumour to allow for
its surgical removal. I really don’t know how the
upcoming months will go, but I’m hoping that I will be
well enough to oversee the gradual winding down of the
bag project.
One of the things that I would really love to do is to
meet with all of you intrepid seamstresses and inventory
holders sometime in the next few months to celebrate
our achievements and possibly look ahead to what some
of you might choose to do with the project. I have no idea
if anyone out there would like to see it continue, but that
might be a possibility. I am happy to share the tasks Betty
and I have undertaken as coordinators, but I do not have
the energy or the will to recruit anyone.
Once I know whether I will be receiving chemo and how
it is affecting me, I’ll be in contact with you to arrange a
little get-together. In the meantime, life goes on as usual
with bags being made and sent to sales. Betty and I
ordered 10 yards of cork fabric earlier this year and we
have every intention of making good use of it. At present
the idea is to design an envelope style clutch bag
complete with a magnetic catch and a cork tassel. Stay
tuned on that one.
I also think that the new maxi bags that Bev is making
using cork for the front and for the back trim are going to
sell like hotcakes at $20 each.

And just to show that you can’t keep an inveterate
fundraiser down, during my first sojourn in hospital I had
a roommate who sells a very interesting line of jewellery
and whose parent company has a social conscience and
encourages the same in their representatives. I told her
all about the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign
and she told me all about her jewellery. Together we
have a tentative plan for an afternoon sale and tea party
— after which she will donate her commission from the
sale to Grands ’n’ More Winnipeg. I reckon that if Deb
and Nina bring the Wild Women and the rest of us bring
some friends to a pre-holiday event in November, we
could make a good bit of cash. I will be discussing this
with Deb, Pat and Nina over the next few months.
Meanwhile, life goes on as usual with the bag project.
Joan is currently making some Conference book bags and
Noreen is working on more Boho Knot bags. Bev and
Diane are still turning out maxi bags and Marcia is making
toonie bags to beat the band. I hope we will have some
more balloon balls from Marcia and Virginia later this
year. And Betty and I are hoping to try out a clutch bag
soon and then go into production with those of you who
are interested. As well, the seamstresses at two Hutterite
colonies are currently working on 160 conference bags
for the Union School for Women in Saskatchewan and we
look forward to receiving those in May. Donna continues
to supply us with great bibs and casserole totes and we
hope to keep those on the table throughout the rest of
the year.
I know this isn’t goodbye yet to the project, but I can’t
end this note without saying how much I have enjoyed
working with all of you (and many others who went on
to other interests over the years) and how much fun it
has been. I have been enriched by your friendship,
stimulated by your enthusiasm and sustained by your
commitment.
Warm regards,
Laurel Garvie

******************************************
Key: Grandmothers Campaign groups and their
locations
Gold Pan Grannies
Quesnel, B.C.
Georgian Bay Grannies
Collingwood, ON.
Glacier Grannies
Courtney, B.C.
Ujamaa Grandmothers
Calgary, AB.
Bay St. George Angels
Kippens, Nfld.
G’ma Circle
Charlottetown, P.E.I.
Grandmothers +
Barrie, ON.
Grandothers
Cordia Grandmothers
Traverse City, MI., U.S.A
At the Member Meeting on Thurs., May 2, we will
match groups where in the names there is a hint of
their location
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MEETING 2019
ANNUAL MEETING
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