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 Articles for the newsletter are due 

on the 15th of the month. 

Co-Chairs report:  Pre-Omicron and Post-Omicron 

   Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Coordinating Committee was not 

in hibernation for 2 years but was relatively inactive; there 

were Zoom Meetings several times during the COVID period.   

   Thanks to all members of the Coordinating Committee: Agnes 

Brydon, Barb Fletcher, Donnie Fridfinnson, Evelyn MacLellan, 

Heather Colquhoun, Jacky Molyneux, Nina Logan, Pat van 

Herksen and Fran Gropp as chair and Frances Molaro (who had 

dropped out temporarily then returned as co-chair). 

   Thanks are due to Jean Altemeyer and Enid Butler during the 

fall of 2021 for dividing the Members list into small groups by 

neighbourhood.  And thanks to the members who hosted the 

groups in their homes! The small group meetings considered 

how each member would be willing to commit time and energy 

once the pandemic would be over. 

   Also, pre-Omicron in November 2021, chairperson Fran 

Gropp held an in-person meeting of Members at Riverview 

Community Centre to discuss the results of the emailed survey. 

Soon after, the Omicron variant brought all activity to an end 

once more. 

   The results have already been reported earlier indicating a 

preference for daytime meetings over meeting in the evening. 

We are aware that some members are at work during the day 

but did schedule the May 4 afternoon meeting - which was well 

attended. 

   The Annual General Gathering will take place at Riverview 

Community Centre on Thursday, June 9th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

  News from the Co-Chairs 

mailto:Frang.204@gmail.com
http://grandsnmore.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GrandsnMore-Winnipeg-1594449760789723/
https://twitter.com/grandsnmore
https://grands-n-more-winnipeg.square.site/


  

Fundraising Report 

With the upcoming AFTA sale on October 2, we have been promoting our AFTA Raffle. Books of tickets are 

available from Nina by emailing ninalogan@shaw.ca or calling 204-832-5569. There are two types of books of 

tickets you may wish to sell - 3 tickets for $5.00 or 1 ticket for $2.00. Please specify the type of ticket book you 

wish to sell. Tickets are also available at our On-line store. Thanks Donnie! Tickets will be available at our June 

9th Grands 'n' More Winnipeg AGM at Riverview @7:00. You can also turn in your money and ticket stubs for 

any sold booklets at the AGM. 

First Prize is the Wine Basket which consists of 6 bottles of wine, an electric wine opener and wine chiller, 

wine glasses and a generous gift card to Cheesemongers. Thanks to everyone who contributed to this amazing 

prize! 

Second Prize is a lovely Sue Hudson quilt with Polar Bears and Wolves. The size is suitable for a single bed or 

can be used as a lap quilt. 

Third Prize is a matching bracelet and necklace made of Kazuri Beads from Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We haven't forgotten about our Comedy Night which had to be cancelled due to Covid. We are still hoping to 

have that event next May. Please consider donating any new items for our Rainbow Auction for that 

fundraiser. They can be brought to the AGM as well. 

-Nina Logan 

 

Membership Report 
It looks like we may be getting back to normal after pandemic shutdowns. Your committee is hoping to get back 
to regular member meetings. 
This means paying a yearly membership fee of $25 once again. The due date has always been April 1. 
To renew your membership, please forward amount by cheque, payable to Grands 'n' More Winnipeg to:   Agnes 
Brydon 
       821 Parkhill St., 
       Winnipeg, MB 
       R2Y 0V4 
To date, 43 memberships have been renewed plus 1 new membership. 
Twenty-five members attended the May 4, 2022 meeting. 
-Agnes Brydon 
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Art From the Attic During COVID  

Just when we were going to start the serious planning for Art From the Attic 2020 at St.Vital Centre, we were 

put on pause along with the rest of the world while we waited out the virus. By early summer we had to cancel, 

and we all took a lot of walks as a means to connect with friends and family. During one of those walks I was 

contacted by a regular AFTA customer and ‘re-seller’ of art (and other things) wondering if we were sitting on 

any art that we would like to sell to him. Turns out we were! Squirrelled away in several members’ homes were 

a couple of hundred pieces saved from the 2019 sale, along with donations made in the months after. This 

presented an opportunity to generate some funds that could be sent to SLF. In total, this buyer paid us $3,114. 

 

COVID stayed and we could not go ahead with a 2021 AFTA - and yet we had managed to accumulate more art! 

Pockit Self Storage on Burrows once again generously let us have a locker to store our donations.  

We experimented with including some of these art pieces in our online store. A few sold, along with the art 

cards made by Val Kellberg and art boxes I experimented with, both of us using AFTA pieces and other art that 

didn’t pass muster as saleable art. Sales from these items over two years amounted to $1,062. 

Online auctions were taking off, so we decided to try creating our own Online Art From the Attic auction built 

on a new website using the domain name artfromtheattic.ca. Volunteers took pictures of the art and we posted 

50 items in this October 2021 online event. That auction raised approximately $3,764 from 60 unique bidders. 

 

We still had a number of good quality, unframed pieces so we had another online auction in February, 2022 

with 38 items. This auction raised $1,647. 

Having obtained permission from Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries to postpone the 2020 AFTA draw date until 

September 2021, and to sell tickets online through the Grands 'n' More Winnipeg store, we had an extra year 

to sell tickets, and this brought in $2,640. 

Add in a few donations resulting from AFTA efforts, and take away expenses, in total, COVID Art From the Attic 

revenue amounted to over $12,298 - during a time when in-person fundraising was not possible. 

-Donnie Fridfinnson 

 

ART FROM THE ATTIC (AFTA) IS UNDERWAY 

 We now are in our storage space at St. Vital, the Pricing Teams have begun their work of sorting, cleaning, small 

repairs, research and pricing. Art donations may be dropped off there on Thursdays from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

AND on Saturdays from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm. 

➢ Let us know if you wish to volunteer to join the pricing and cleaning teams, and/or to receive the Saturday 

donations. 

➢ Equipment needed:   

* We have the loan of one dollie, but a second one would be of use. Let us know. 

* Could you see if your local community centre has about 20 8’ tables we could borrow?  If so, we then need 

them brought to St. Vital by Oct. 1 at 6:00 pm, and then returned either Sunday night or Monday morning. 

(We have that arrangement with Riverview Community Centre, and we have a generous local resident 

providing the transport, but we need more tables than Riverview has.)  We KNOW this is a big ‘ask’ but    

 we’re in a larger space.                                                                                           Cont. p.4 3 

http://artfromtheattic.ca/


➢ ‘Minions’ (Minions = ‘muscle’ to help lift, carry, move fencing/tables/art/supplies) needed to help with set-

up (Saturday, Oct 1, from 6:00 – 9:00 pm, and Sunday, Oct 2, from 8:00 – 11:00 AM), Sale Day (from 11:00 

am – 6:00 pm), and Take-down/Clean-up (from 6:00 pm until we finish. Perhaps you or others you know go 

to a gym – please see if you can put up a notice seeking help, especially with the Saturday evening set-up. 

We’ll provide you with the info.  

➢ Ways you can promote AFTA: 

• Post on your Facebook page (or Instagram or Twitter for you extra tech-savvy folks). 

• Take some posters, Save the Date handouts, and “You’re Moving” slips –  keep them in your car or 

purse, and give them out to folks as you meet them, or post them in your neighbourhood (get copies 

from jeanaltemeyer@shaw.ca ). 

• Put the notice in your community centre or church newsletters or bulletins. 

• Let Bev Suek (beverlyannsuek@gmail.com) know if you have media or community or group contacts so 

that she can send info to them or – even better – to you for you to send, as personal word-of-mouth is 

the best promo we have. 

• IF you can safely do so, put a poster in the window of your car. 

AFTA 2022 “ADVENTURES” 

Oh, NO!!!  One of our very first donors on the first day of drop-offs stopped right where we had told her she 

could (briefly!). Due to a couple of miscommunications, she missed us, couldn’t drop-off the art and returned 

to find her car ticketed!!!  NOT a good start. Outcome:  we collected her art, and the ticket has been taken care 

of (NOT thro’ the AFTA budget). Live and learn. 

THIS CAN’T BE HAPPENING - The very next time we were open for drop-offs, the volunteers coming down St. 

Mary’s on the way to St. Vital hit a pothole and blew their tire!  Two fortunate things then happened – a young 

man stopped to help and pointed to a nearby garage (car made it there, riding on the rim), and then this angel 

drove our volunteers to St. Vital, in time for their shift. Whew! 

Post-script:  The garage guy indicated that he fixes about 4 – 5 blown tires PER DAY!!! 

Post-post-script – The drop-off volunteers got a $40 donation to SLF from a woman wanting to donate to honour 

a friend in B.C., but wasn’t sure how to do that from here, so we helped her! 

Help Support Riverview Community Centre fundraising.  

RVCC gives us space for our Member Meetings, and it promotes some other of our events, such as Art from the 

Attic. The Riverview Community Centre garage sale will be returning Saturday, May 28th, from 9 am to 3 pm. 

In the process of spring cleaning your home, please keep in mind the upcoming Riverview Garage Sale when you 

come across usable items in working order that you no longer want.  

This could be an opportunity to create more space and less clutter in your home, as well as a great way to 

support our popular Riverview Community Centre.  

You may drop off sale goods at the community centre by the main floor storage room (back hall change room) 

on weekdays from 10 am to 5 pm, and on weekends from 10 am to 4 pm, or after hours behind the bicycle rack 

near the front doors. 

-Jean Altemeyer 
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Manitoba GRL Report   
1.  Over the past two years, the Stephen Lewis Foundation has supported the partner community-based 

organizations as they pivoted to meet their priorities in the face of the COVID pandemic and its intersection 

with the ongoing HIV pandemic. All areas of work were impacted by this new threat:  children and young 

people, grandmothers, gender-based violence, home-based care, positive living and human rights for 

LGBTIQ communities. Specifically for grandmothers there was extra demand for accurate information about, 

and support for access to, vaccinations for this vulnerable group. Home-based care and other programs were 

often affected by shortages of PPE and sanitation supplies.  

2. School closures increased pressure on grandmothers caring for school-age children. Many funders 

redirected financial support from HIV and AIDS programs and responses to COVID.  

But the community-based nature of the partner organizations made their work more effective. For example, 

their credibility with respect to health information increased vaccination willingness significantly among 

those they served.   

3. Within Canada, the pandemic had as we know a very significant impact on the work of grandmothers groups. 

All groups were affected, but the results depended on many factors, including geography, resources, 

numbers of members, available skills and knowledge and a myriad of other circumstances. Some groups 

have not survived. But growing out of the shock and disarray came truly admirable examples of resilience 

and collaboration. The pivot to online sales and the development of online and virtual events (which now 

increasingly involve participation by individuals from Africa including authors and those working in partner 

organizations) have opened up our world.  Social media became more important as a way to communicate 

within and beyond our communities.  We learned to Zoom and came to appreciate its value despite our 

eagerness for personal contact. 

4. Despite all the setbacks, the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign continues to contribute its 

traditional share to the revenues received by the Foundation. Those continued sales and events all added 

up, showing that grandmothers and grand-others know how to market and promote in many ways. Creative 

events across the country brought in sometimes unexpectedly bountiful results. The funds raised in 2021 

received a boost from the online 15th Anniversary national concert in April which raised more than 

$125,000. Apart from the donations generated, the collaboration over many months by grandmothers and 

grand-others across Canada was an inspiring and joyful effort, despite the intense burden of work and worry. 

The mutual support encouragement and engagement was just what was needed in such a bleak time 

otherwise.  

5. Below are two slides showing the 2020-21 revenue sources for SLF:  
-Sharon Twilley 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
In the past three financial years (April to March of 2019-2020, 2020-2021, and 2021-2022) Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg 
forwarded $73,050.52 to the Grandmothers Campaign of the Stephen Lewis Foundation (SLF) (see following 
statements).  

•  The first table in each statement shows income, expenses, and amount sent to the SLF by project, event, or 
donation. 
•  The second table in each statement shows income received through cheques made payable to the SLF and 
sent by me to the SLF (these cheques do not go through the Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg bank account as they are 
payable to the SLF). 
•  The NOTE gives the total amount contributed to the SLF in the specified year. 

 
 

GRANDS ‘N’ MORE WINNIPEG 
2019-2020 PROJECTS/DONATIONS AS AT MARCH 31, 2020 

 

  
INCOME 

 
EXPENSE 

 
SENT TO S.L.F. 

 
BALANCE 

Crafts 90.00 0.00 90.00 0.00 

Dare to Dine 318.80 0.00 318.80 0.00 

Donations 
Granny Jars 
Members’ Coffee Fund (net) 

5,208.43 
15.70 

105.75 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

5,208.43 
15.70 

105.75 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Events:  Scrabble 
Events:  Spring Luncheon 
Events:  Art From the Attic 2019/20 

5,049.40 
1,740.75 

20,285.00 

417.65 
0.00 

2,312.07 

4,631.75 
1,740.75 

17,972.93 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Potlucks 352.20 0.00 352.20 0.00 

Tote Bags, etc. 9,686.00 618.84 9,067.16 0.00 

Warm Up to Winnipeg     3,085.00         9.03     3,075.97      0.00 

TOTALS 45,937.03 3,357.59 42,579.44  0.00 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO SLF AND SENT DIRECT TO SLF 

 (not through Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Bank Account) 
AS AT MARCH 31, 2020 

 

 INCOME SENT TO S.L.F. BALANCE 

Donations 1,395.00 1,395.00 0.00 

Art from the Attic 20.00 20.00 0.00 

Scrabble     180.00     180.00       0.00 

TOTALS 1,595.00 1,595.00 0.00 

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

 
NOTE: Total amount contributed to the Stephen Lewis Foundation in 2019-2020 (as at March 31, 2020) 
 
  From Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Fundraising (see above) 42,579.44 
  From Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg previous year’s surplus 1,000.00 
  Cheques made payable to Stephen Lewis Foundation (see above)           1,595.00 
    45,174.44       

    

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Cont. p 7 
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GRANDS ‘N’ MORE WINNIPEG 

2020-2021 PROJECTS/DONATIONS AS AT MARCH 31, 2021 
 

 BROUGHT 
FORWARD 

INCOME EXPENSE SENT TO S.L.F. FORWARD TO  
NEXT YEAR 

BALANCE 

African Items 0.00 33.81 0.00 33.81 0.00 0.00 

Baby Bibs 0.00 83.55 60.00 23.55 0.00 0.00 

Crafts 0.00 641.92 0.00 641.92 0.00 0.00 

Dare to Dine 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Donations 
Granny Jars 
Members’ Coffee Fund (net) 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

2,417.48 
13.07 

0.00 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

2,417.48 
13.07 

0.00 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

       0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Events:  Comedy Night 
Events:  AFTA 2020/21 
Events:  AFTA Raffle 

740.00 
500.00 
115.00 

210.00 
612.25 
220.00 

185.67 
0.00 

291.20 

0.00 
540.00 

0.00 

764.33 
572.25 

43.80 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Miscellaneous Sales Items 0.00 9.61 0.00 9.61 0.00 0.00 

Online Store Delivery Fees 0.00 57.65 0.00 57.65 0.00 0.00 

Potlucks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Tote Bags, etc. 0.00 906.14 192.00 714.14 0.00 0.00 

Warm Up to Winnipeg      0.00      160.00        0.00     160.00          0.00       0.00 

TOTALS 1,355.00 5,365.48 728.87 4,611.23 1,380.38 0.00 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
DONATION CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO SLF AND SENT BY GNM TO SLF 

 (not through Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Bank Account) 
AS AT MARCH 31, 2021 

 

 INCOME SENT TO S.L.F. BALANCE 

Donations     120.00     120.00       0.00 

TOTALS 120.00 120.00 0.00 

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

 
NOTE: Total amount contributed to the Stephen Lewis Foundation in 2020-2021 (as at March 31, 2021) 
  From Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Projects/Donations (see above) 4,611.23 
  Cheques made payable to Stephen Lewis Foundation (see above) 120.00 
  From Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Fundraising Page with SLF 450.00 
  Donations “that we hear about”        2,820.00 
    8,001.23     
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cont. p. 8 
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GRANDS ‘N’ MORE WINNIPEG 
2021-2022 PROJECTS/DONATIONS AS AT MARCH 31, 2022 

 

 BROUGHT 
FORWARD 

INCOME EXPENSE SENT TO S.L.F. FORWARD TO  
NEXT YEAR 

BALANCE 

African Items 0.00 57.88 0.00 57.88 0.00 0.00 

Baby Bibs 0.00 255.00 182.00 73.00 0.00 0.00 

Crafts 0.00 764.96 0.00 764.96 0.00 0.00 

Dare to Dine 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Donations 
Granny Jars 
Members’ Coffee Fund (net) 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

3,344.63 
0.00 
0.00 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

3,344.63 
0.00 
0.00 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Events:  Comedy Night 
Events:  AFTA 2021/22 
    (includes AFTA Raffle) 

764.33 
616.05 

 

0.00 
11,958.05 

0.00 
275.67 

0.00 
12,298.43 

764.33 
0.00 

 

0.00 
0.00 

Miscellaneous Sales Items 0.00 21.44 0.00 21.44 0.00 0.00 

Online Store Delivery Fees 
Online Store Shipping 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 
9.56 

0.00 
2.04 

0.00 
7.52 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 
0.00 

Tote Bags, etc. 0.00 738.55 0.00 738.55 0.00 0.00 

Warm Up to Winnipeg - 2          0.00        768.44      0.00        768.44       0.00      0.00 

TOTALS 1,380.38 17,918.51 459.71 18,074.85 764.33 0.00 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO SLF AND SENT BY GNM TO SLF 

 (not through Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Bank Account) 
AS AT MARCH 31, 2022 

 

 INCOME SENT TO S.L.F. BALANCE 

Donations 
Warm Up to Winnipeg - 2 

1,150.00 
       50.00 

1,150.00 
        50.00 

0.00 
   0.00 

TOTALS 1,200.00 1,200.00 0.00 

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

 
NOTE: Total amount contributed to the Stephen Lewis Foundation in 2021-2022 (as at March 31, 2022) 
  From Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Projects/Donations (see above) 18,074.85 
  Cheques made payable to Stephen Lewis Foundation (see above) 1,200.00 
  Donations “that we hear about”           600.00 
    19,874.85 
             Aeroplan miles contributed:  30,000 miles  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
TOTAL FUNDS SENT TO THE STEPHEN LEWIS FOUNDATION (November 2007 to March 31, 2022):  $652,070.02 
 
-Barb Fletcher 
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Communication And Style Guide From SLF 

You can find the communication and style guide in the Tools and Resources section of the 
Members Only area of the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign website.      Quick link: 
https://grandmotherscampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-Communicating-Our-Message-A-
Communication-and-Style-Guide-for-Grandmothers-Groups_March2022.pdf 
We will continue to update this guide as language and terminology evolves. We all come to this 
work with a shared desired to speak about others using language that is empowering, feminist, 
anti-racist and anti-colonial. 

https://grandmotherscampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-Communicating-Our-Message-A-Communication-and-Style-Guide-for-Grandmothers-Groups_March2022.pdf
https://grandmotherscampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-Communicating-Our-Message-A-Communication-and-Style-Guide-for-Grandmothers-Groups_March2022.pdf

