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 Articles for the newsletter are due 

on the 15th of the month. 

 
A Promising February  
 

Yes, it was disappointing to make the decision to cancel our first 
members meeting of 2022. But, safety first. And, it can only 
improve! 
 
I do wonder if there is a measuring stick that tells us when it is 
safe to return to in-person events. Is it when all Covid 
restrictions are lifted? Hospitalizations rates drop to a certain 
point? Our own comfort level is reached? Some of us are 
immune compromised or have family members who are; some 
of us are (overly?) optimistic or (overly?) cautious.  It’s a tough 
one. 
 
Let’s remind ourselves that we all believe in the goals of the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation and remain committed to 
supporting grandmothers in Africa who need our involvement 
so very much.  That’s why we are together. 
 
-Co-chair: Fran Gropp 
-Co-chair: vacant 

         
 

  News from the Co-Chairs 
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Scarves, scarves and scarves! 

Thanks to a variety of 

generous knitters/crocheters, 

we now are re-stocked with 

scarves for donation to the 

Bear Clan.  You may recall that 

they do community patrols in 

the inner-city neighbourhoods, and make sure folks 

are safe and have access to warm clothing. 

Scarves are $10 to donate and may be viewed at 

https://grands-n-more-winnipeg.square.site/.  You 

can pay with credit card, cheque or arrange cash 

drop-off at either Donnie’s or to me, whichever is 

closer.  Contact jeanaltemeyer@shaw.ca or 

dfridfinnson@gmail.com with questions or for more 

info. 

MANY thanks to those who donated already. Over 

$500 (and counting) will go to the SLF. 

-Jean Altemeyer 

 
 
 

Manitoba GRL Report 

1.  Introduction to new SLF staff member: Alanna 

Wallace participated in the Feb. 7 GRL Zoom call.  

She is the new Deputy Director of Philanthropic 

Partnerships and will be connecting to the 

Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign, leading 

the three Campaign officers.  She will also have 

oversight connections to schools, faith-based 

support, and Partners in Pride.  She worked in 

Africa for several years including a stint at GAPA, 

one of the community based organizations the SLF 

supports.  There is more information in the 

February Granny Bulletin- see: 

 https://mailchi.mp/stephenlewisfoundation

/feb2022-grannybulletin 

2.  Some GRLs reported on responses to the 

questions posed to groups in the fall of 2021 in 

support of strategic planning: what defines us as a 

campaign?  Who are we and what do we do?  What 

if anything needs to change? 

Sample responses/questions: 

• Fundraising, awareness/advocacy are still 

key. 

• Would like to see a focus on keeping African  

     girls in school. 

• How do the SLF’s LGBTIQ+ initiatives interact  

      with the grandmothers’ services and  

      involvement? 

• Would like to know more about those we are  

     now supporting - have some African  

     grandmothers aged out of the organizations  

     and their roles in their communities and   

     organizations?  Are younger grandmothers  

     stepping in?  Are things different on the  

     ground as these transitions occur and, if so,  

     how?  Is there a sense of progress?  

• How can grandmothers/grandothers in  

     Canada promote greater awareness of the  

     Campaign?  Of the overall work of the SLF? 

• The Campaign was distinguished by its  

      heartfelt passion and commitment.  

• The stories of sisterhood and commitment  

      still resonate and need to be told.  

• Awareness is critical on the ground in  

     Canada. Tools have changed with the  

     pandemic. 

• Is there a mechanism for hearing from  

     African grandmothers about what they want  

     us to focus on in planning for the future of  

     the Campaign? 

3.  There will be messages from the Campaign staff 

around International Women’s Day on March 8.  

There will be participation by SLF at the 

International AIDS Conference slated for June in 

Montreal, although the precise format (in-person, 

virtual, hybrid) remains to be determined. 

-Sharon Twilley (twilleys@gmail.com) 
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February 2022 Art From the Attic Online 

Auction 
At the time of writing, there are still three days to go 

before the end of our second online AFTA auction, 

but bidding has slowed down and we seem to have 

realized fair value, and then some, for pretty much 

every piece in the auction. So far, we have had 

around 30 active bidders vying for the 38 unframed 

artworks and have reached almost $500 more than 

the total starting bid prices.  

Our Winnipeg winter weather must be wearing on 

our patience as demonstrated by the 15 bids on this 

piece called “Too Cold at Home”. It is sure to 

brighten up a corner in the successful bidder’s 

home. 

 

As a counterpoint to vibrant colours of “Too Cold at 

Home”, we also have a lovely watercolour painted 

44 years ago, “On Ash Street”, that could have been 

painted yesterday! Whoever wins this one will be 

able to drink in its coolness during the extreme heat 

that, I promise, will come again. 

A more complete summary will follow in our March 

newsletter but, in the meantime, thank you to the 

participants who are making this auction successful. 

-Donnie Fridfinnson 

 

 

Luxurious One-of-a-Kind Scarves available 

through the Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg 

Online Store 
   When the scarves 

knit by Katrin 

Buschhausen were 

dropped off at my 

place so that they could 

be included for sale on 

our online store, I 

couldn’t stop 

marveling at the 

quality and luxurious 

feel of them. Katrin 

is an expert, lifelong 

knitter who sells her 

works through 

C2Centre for Craft 

and at craft sales 

and farmers 

markets. We were 

delighted when she 

offered some to us to help the fundraising efforts of 

Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg. Check out these and 

other gift ideas at https://grandsnmore.com/. 

-Donnie Fridfinnson 
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Communication Volunteers Wanted 
   Most of us keep up with our friends and families through email, group chats, Face Book, Face Time, 

Instagram, Zoom, etc. We shop online and text. These are skills that are easily transferable to helping out 

Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg with our ever-growing need to be present in the cyber world.  

    If you love “aha” moments, then you’ll love learning how web sites or posting to social media work. 

Members who are currently looking after these tasks are more than willing to share what they know with new 

volunteers. Step-by-step instructions are being worked on to make the tasks even easier, and there are always 

resources to help with questions. YouTube has an answer for EVERYTHING.  

   Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg has Twitter, Instagram and Facebook accounts. We have a Square site for the 

online store and two websites, grandsnmore.com and artfromtheattic.ca. If you are interested in helping with 

any of these please contact Fran, frang.204@gmail.com, or Donnie, dfridfinnson@gmail.com.  

-Donnie Fridfinnson 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report  -BarbFletcher 

GREAT NEWS!!   

Even though we haven’t been meeting due to Covid-19 Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg has contributed $12,924.60 

to the Stephen Lewis Foundation (SLF) so far this year (April 1, 2021 to January 31, 2022), as follows: 

 Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Projects/Donations 

Cheques made payable to the SLF 

Donations made directly to the SLF “that we hear about” 

  11,274.60 

    1,150.00 

       500.00 

$12,924.60 

 

 

 

    

We’re Part Of Something Larger Than Grands 'N' More Winnipeg    
   On Feb. 17, I was part of a Canada-wide Campaign monthly call - about 40 of us, two from Grands 'n' More 

Winnipeg, joined to meet a new SLF/G2G fundraising staff person, and to get an update on topics which will 

be discussed in the coming months of these national calls. 

   There was a good Q and A session, and the hour-long call ended with opportunities for various groups to 

share events or fundraisers. 

   As Grands 'n' More Winnipeg members, we can benefit from zooming into these sessions – new ideas, 

chances to share concerns or to ask questions, and to remind ourselves that we are part of a crucial 

movement in which we can participate in a variety of ways. 

   Here’s the link for you to ask to be notified of the next Campaign call: 

      campaign@stephenlewisfoundation.org  

-Jean Altemeyer 
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Contemporary African Voices 
   We are thrilled you were able to be part of 

the conversation with Rešoketšwe 

Manenzhe, award winning South African 

author, and Garvia Bailey.  
   Many people have asked where they can 

obtain a copy of Rešoketšwe’s book, 

Scatterlings. Scatterlings is available from 

Amazon in Kindle format. On September 6, 

2022, it will be available in North America 

from 

HarperCollins:https://www.harpercollins.c

om/products/scatterlings-resoketswe-

martha-

manenzhe?variant=39933624418338  

   We are grateful for your generosity in 

supporting the Grandmothers Campaign. To 

date we have received $3150. in donations. 

Thank you all so much! Our donation page for 

our event, Contemporary African Voices, 

remains open. Donations can be made online 

using the following link:  

 https://slf.akaraisin.com/fundraise1/

contemporaryvoices 

   Donations of $20 and more will receive a 

charitable tax receipt directly from the 

Stephen Lewis Foundation. 

   We are excited to share that our next event 

in the Contemporary African Voices Series 

will take place this spring, on Zoom, on 

Thursday, May 26, 2022. The author will be 

Siphiwe Gloria Ndlovu, who was born in 

Zimbabwe, with her book Theory of Flight. 

Her book was published in 2018 by Penguin 

Random House South Africa and is available 

at your local bookstore. Please save the date. 

We hope you will join us again!  

With warm wishes and heartfelt gratitude, 

Contemporary African Voices committee 

For more information, please 

email vangogos1@gmail.com 

-Sharon Twilley 

  

 

 

 

 

Peace Mediators 
Nina Logan shares a photo she received from Sheila 

Fahlman, one of the Grandmothers that she travelled to 

Africa with. Sheila is from Saskatchewan. The picture 

and the message are inspiring. 
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