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Greetings All 
 
Wasn’t the online concert a delightful treat? It was so engaging 
and so professionally presented. The variety of the content and 
the amazing talent were very impressive. Congratulations to the 
organizers! Look for more detail on this successful fundraiser in 
this newsletter. 
 
On a sad note, I must inform you that Frances Molaro has 
resigned from the Coordinating Committee. Some health issues 
and a geographical relocation for part of the year are behind 
Frances’ decision. 
 
Frances has carried out the duties of the Awareness position 
with passion, commitment, and a great deal of knowledge for 
two and a half years. We will miss you Frances. Thank you from 
the Coordinating Committee and the Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg 
membership for your generous contribution. 
 
There is some promotional and awareness material that needs 
to be moved from Frances’ home anytime soon, but at least 
before the end of June. Any volunteers for this? And also of 
great importance, are there any volunteers for the Awareness 
position on the Coordinating Committee? Normally, this is 
shared between two co-leaders, although Frances has been 
carrying the load on her own for the past several months.  
Duties include raising organizational awareness; facilitating 
information distribution; maintaining contact with and supporting 
the work of the Speakers Bureau; acting as a liaison between 
the Coordinating Committee and Grands ‘n More Winnipeg 
members and the public at large; advancing publicity and the 
awareness work of Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg; and drafting 
articles for the newsletter. 
 
Please step up! 
 
Co-chair: Fran Gropp 
Co-chair: vacant 

 

 

  News from the Co-Chairs 

mailto:Frang.204@gmail.com
http://grandsnmore.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GrandsnMore-Winnipeg-1594449760789723/
https://twitter.com/grandsnmore


 AFTA 2021 Re-imagined   

   Due to the many uncertainties around COVID-19 

and its variants, and, given that significant lead time 

is required to stage a major in-person AFTA sale 

event, and -- especially because we care about the 

safety of our volunteers -- we regret to announce 

that AFTA 2021 is cancelled. 

   AN OPTION: The AFTA Co-chairs were approached 

by a local entrepreneur who has been to, and 

purchased art from, AFTA sales in the past. He loves 

our sales and the cause they support. He was 

interested in working with Grands 'n' More 

Winnipeg to find a way of purchasing the art that we 

have collected in a way that helped us keep funds 

flowing to the Stephen Lewis Foundation and which 

also provided him with an inventory of art that he 

could resell. 

   Currently, we do have an inventory of art stored in 

people’s homes; these are unsold pieces from the 

2019 AFTA sale, as well as other pieces that we have 

picked-up from donors who were downsizing and 

needed to dispose of their art sooner rather than 

later. Since our attempts at online selling of AFTA art 

(Kijiji, Facebook Market Place and the Grands 'n' 

More Winnipeg Online Store) have not resulted in 

many sales, and this gentleman has a unique and 

different market, we decided to propose that he can 

purchase art from us as long as he took everything.  

Also, the monies we get would be the same 

revenues as if the items had been sold at an AFTA 

sale.  

   Here’s how it works:  Given we don’t sell every 

piece donated to us, we are using a percentage 

amount based on the number of items donated in 

2018 to the total amount of sales of 2018.  For 

example, as a trial run, 50+ pieces of art were sold 

to him that were being stored at one member’s 

house. Because there was enough quantity and 

variety of quality, the arrangement seemed to work 

well and $838.89 will be on its way to the SLF. The 

plan is to continue to sell more batches of stored art 

so that funds can keep flowing to the SLF and 

therefore to the African community projects it 

supports. 

   Pockit Storage again agreed to give us a storage 

locker at no cost so that we can centralize all the art 

currently stored in peoples’ homes. As well, we will 

be able to accept art donations from people who 

cannot wait until we can safely hold another AFTA in 

person sale. Any future lot sales of art will consist of 

a mix of ‘good’ and not so good pieces to ensure our 

pricing formula stays true to our objectives. Special 

consideration will be given to pieces identified as 

more valuable by our pricing volunteers. 

  To maintain the Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg AFTA 

brand, stickers will be attached to any piece of 

donated art, so that it is clear that we have received 

funds for the donated piece and funds were sent to 

the SLF.  

   We will be contacting AFTA volunteers to bring 

them up to date. In the meantime, we would like to 

thank all the volunteers who have been storing art 

in their homes, as well as volunteers who are 

keeping the spirit alive in small ways or are on 

standby for when we can safely hold another Art 

From the Attic Sale. 

   AFTA Art Cards, made by Val Kellberg and Attic-Art 

Boxes made by Donnie are new additions to the 

Grands 'n' More Winnipeg Online Store (Shop | 

Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Online Store 

(square.site)). They are made from salvaged pieces 

of donated art. 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Jean Altemeyer and Donnie 

Fridfinnson 
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AFTA 2021 Raffle Tickets 
AFTA Raffle tickets are now available online at the Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Online Store  https://grands-n-
more-winnipeg.square.site/. With only one initial email sent to members we had a burst of sales in the first 
few days totalling $405. 

  
We plan to do social media marketing over the next several months. As well, with the nicer weather and if 
COVID-19 guidelines permit, members can sell tickets in-person if they feel comfortable to do 
so.  Please contact Deb Radi (dradi@mymts.net) to make arrangements. 
  
A copy of the AFTA Raffle information sheet can be found on the Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg website at 2021-

04-03-Raffle-Poster.pdf (grandsnmore.com) 

https://grands-n-more-winnipeg.square.site/
https://grands-n-more-winnipeg.square.site/
mailto:dradi@mymts.net
https://grandsnmore.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-04-03-Raffle-Poster.pdf
https://grandsnmore.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-04-03-Raffle-Poster.pdf


Fundraising Report 
 
After an initial good response to our on-line store 
November to January, we have hit a bit of a slump 
in sales. Enter the AFTA Raffle. So far, we have sold 
$405.00 worth of Raffle tickets online. Go to the 
online store if you have not yet bought your Raffle 
tickets and check out the amazing prizes.  
 
Some offline sales have also added to the total 
raised lately. Sales of a quilt, a framed print, toonie 
bags, maxi bags, baby bibs and a necklace netted 
another $303.00! 
 
We are indebted to Donnie for all her work in 
creating and maintaining the online store. She is a 
computer whiz and an all-around great person. 
Share the love by checking out the store and buying 
raffle tickets or something for someone special. 
 
Submitted by Nina Logan and Pat van Herksen 
 

 

Manitoba GRL Report                                   

Together in Concert now exceeds $120,000. in 

donations received, with more to come.  It was seen 

in many places outside Canada.  One organizer’s 

daughter lives in Florida; after watching she told her 

mother she had never been so proud to be 

Canadian, witnessing the diversity and depth of 

talent displayed and the heartfelt, non-Hollywood 

nature of the whole production.  

   At the Zoom celebration party Friday afternoon, 

Steven Page had great praise for the final-year 

Niagara College student Tayvis McCullough who did 

the editing and production under Steven’s creative 

direction.  Tayvis has been adopted as honorary 

grandson by the whole team. And Steven’s parents, 

Jo-Anne and Victor Page, have yet another reason to 

be proud of him.  If you want to send your thoughts 

on the concert, email them to: 

cdngrandmothers@gmail.com  

Stride to Turn the Tide will again be supported by 

SLF and you can set up a fundraising page on the 

Campaign website.  Traditionally June has been the 

month for in-person walks, but in this world of 

virtual events, participants choose their own 

activities, goals and partners if any.  Check the site 

https://slf.akaraisin.com/ui/stridetoturnthetide202

1 for details and stay tuned for information about 

local organizing.  

Grandmothers Campaign Call   Thursday, May 20 

11:30 am CDT focuses on outreach and recruitment 

in pandemic times.  Meet other grandmothers 

group members from across Canada, by Zoom or 

phone-in.    

Email to register:        

campaign@stephenlewisfoundation.org  

Accomplishments continue, showing the creativity, 

resilience, and determination of Canadian grands.  

From July 2020 to February 28/21, $1.2 million has 

been raised through Grandmothers Campaign 

activities.   

A gorgeous new logo for the 15th anniversary of the 

Campaign can be seen on their Facebook page.  

https://www.facebook.com/SLFgrandmothers/ 

 

Submitted by Sharon Twilley  

 

GRAN  
   The Grandmothers Advocacy Network (GRAN), is a 
non-partisan network of volunteers working 
together across Canada to advocate at local, 
national and international levels for the human 
rights of grandmothers, children and youth of sub-
Saharan Africa in the following areas: 
1.  Education 

2. Freedom from violence 

3. Economic security 

4. Health  

   (cont. next page) 
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   We educate to raise public awareness, invite 
engagement and advocate to influence national and 
global policymakers. We partner with like-minded 
organizations to amplify our voices and increase our 
impact. 
   The G2G groups across Canada fill the vital 
function of fund-raising and public awareness on 
behalf of SLF who, back in 2012, encouraged the 
groups to focus their energy on the raising of money 
for projects.  Significant concern was related to 
protecting the charitable status of the SLF if a 
percentage of time was devoted to advocacy.  Most 
recently this law, enacted by the Conservative 
government, has been repealed and there is no 
longer danger to belong to both groups and have a 
GRAN speak of issues if invited to a Grands 'n' More 
Winnipeg meeting. 
   Manitoba GRAN region currently has 31 members. 
Most are also members of Grands 'n' More 
Winnipeg, including myself, Joy Dupont, the new 
Manitoba Regional Leader for GRAN.  
   We need your voice, so please consider joining us. 
To be a member requires only that you agree to 
receiving monthly updates from GRAN and also 
information briefs pertaining to global issues that 
are detrimental to sub-Saharan Africa and beyond. 
   One of our most important functions is to write to 
our local MP about issues of current concern facing 
our federal government.  Currently, one of our 
campaigns is to encourage letters and visit our MP 
asking that Canada’s contribution to the Global 
Partnership for Education (GPE) be raised at the 
next G7 meeting in June, to meet the growing crisis 
of access to education due to the pandemic. 
   Don’t be concerned if you are not a keen letter 
writer.  GRAN offers a template that we can work 
from. Please check us out:  
grandmothers.advocacy.org. 
  
 Call Joy for more info at 204-960-2601 or at 
joymccoy65@gmail.com 
 
P.S. on a personal note, I am so grateful to again 
have a means of contributing to the greater good of 
our planet...without even leaving home.  
Submitted by Joy DuPont 

 

How Did You Survive the Pandemic? 

 
 
 
 
Thanks to the latest responders to this question. 
We are still looking for more members to share 
their stories and their pictures, so contact Nina 
at  ninalogan@shaw.ca 
 
 
 
Deb Radi 
How do you survive a pandemic? 
You become a grandma! 
   This past year, my youngest daughter Sonia and 
her husband Alex have been expecting their first 
child. 
As an expectant grandmother it has been very 
difficult not to always be in my daughter's bubble  
when the various levels of pandemic codes have 
been implemented here in Manitoba. 
But I have to tell you that it has all been worthwhile 
now that our little one has safely arrived. 
   Zion Alex, the first grandchild on both sides of our 
families, made his safe arrival to very happy (grand) 
parents on Sunday, April 11th in the wee hours of 
the morning.  

   My Mom always wanted a baby Alex, so we know 
that she is looking down from above proud of our 
little one.  
   I was lucky enough to Face Time with him 5 hours 
after he was born and being in their "bubble" have 
enjoyed cuddles ever since.  
   Needless to say, he will be very loved and spoiled 
by his grandmothers, as he should be!  
I think that this is one of the best gifts that the 
pandemic could offer.  
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Nina Logan 
   With a lot more time on my hands, I completed the 
Ultimate Walking Challenge sponsored by the 
Charleswood Senior Centre. I walked every day in 
March! It was a great way to explore the many trails 
around Winnipeg which I never knew existed. 
Usually, I walked with one or two friends and 
sometimes there would be a larger group walk. We 
would bring our own chairs and coffee and make a 
big circle to talk afterwards. It certainly is the social 
aspect that I am missing most during this pandemic. 
But, my knees and back have never felt better for all 
the walking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Burridge 
   Things to be positive about during the pandemic 
hmmmm…I had to think about that one for some 
time but did come up with a few things. I learned 
how to project Webinars from my laptop to the TV 
with an HDMI cable! A techie I am not but have 
improved much especially with Zoom. This allowed 
me to watch Webinars in the comfort of my living 

room! I really enjoyed and learned a lot from various 
groups like CPAWS (Canadian Parks & Wilderness 
Society), Native Orchid Conference and Chico State 
Herbarium which offer a speaker series. You can 
travel all over the world and not leave your living 
room! Good educational opportunities were had. 
Great concerts were viewed online as well, and I am 
registered for the one coming up in April for Grands. 
   My really big positive was to learn how to use 
Superstore online Click & Collect service as I dislike 
grocery shopping and now I have my own personal 
shopper! Also, this was a great opportunity to clean 
out my house of all this ‘stuff’ that one has no need 
for, which felt really good!   
   A quilter I 
am so I spent 
many 
enjoyable 
hours sewing 
and creating 
placemats, 
baby blankets 
and queen 
size quilts. We 
spend the winters in warmer climates so it was 
different to be in Winnipeg this winter, but I really 
appreciated the trails in the snow, so clean and 
pristine, with my new snow pants on. So, all in all 
there were many positives and new things learned. 
One realizes during this pandemic what social 
beings we are and how much we miss family, 
friends, hugs and the human touch. It truly has 
taught me what is important. 
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Note: Ismaila Alfa is a presenter 
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We have been asked to share a message from the SLF regarding Stephen Lewis' health.  Following is the letter 
Stephen has written to SLF members.  Following that is a letter to Stephen from all of us at Grands 'n’ More 
Winnipeg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A personal note: 
  
I have unhappy news. The cancer that I managed to defeat back in 2018 has returned. It is considered 
inoperable. I have entered what is termed a ‘research project’ testing a new drug. The trial hopes to show that 
the growth of the cancer can be slowed or stabilized. 
  
I’m extremely fortunate to be in the hands of the Princess Margaret Hospital oncologist who specializes in my 
particular kind of cancer. The entire medical team is enormously impressive, empathetic and reassuring. 
  
I’m not kidding myself about the struggle that lies ahead, but I’m somehow not downcast. In fact, at this stage, 
apart from some abdominal pain, I’m feeling reasonably well, happy to continue working, and ready, as ever, 
to fight the good fight. 
  
I know that family and friends will be by my side, physically or spiritually, as circumstance provides. I want, in 
advance, to express my thanks for the undoubted solidarity and support. 
  
I’ve loved the international work I’ve been fortunate enough to do, with cherished colleagues, over the last 
many years. For as long as I am able, with all the energy at my command, I shall continue pursuing that work. 
  
         Stephen Lewis 

 

 

        Photos from  
Stephen Lewis Foundation  
            website 
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Dear Stephen, 
 
The members of our group wish to thank you for your letter. While we are distressed to 
hear of your diagnosis, we feel privileged that you have shared this with us. Our 
founding members were with you and the African Grandmothers in Toronto to witness 
the beginning of the movement that you and Ilana envisioned. Profound thanks for 
starting us all on this incredible journey together.  
 
As our organization grew, the common denominator was you! Many had heard you 
speak and were instantly moved by the power of your words for solidarity and with our 
African sisters. Five of our members have had the privilege to travel with the 
foundation staff to various countries in sub-Saharan Africa to meet the Grandmothers, 
the grandchildren and learn about their projects. It truly has been a life changing 
experience for those of us fortunate enough to experience first hand the resilience and 
passion of the Grandmothers. Sharing these encounters with others has been our 
focus and continues to propel us to find new ways to raise awareness and funds. 
 
On an SLF trip to South Africa, one of our members found this quote by Nelson 
Mandela at the Apartheid Museum. It is something we try to live everyday and you are 
our inspiration to continue.  
 
“Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice. It is a protection 
of a fundamental human right, the right to dignity and a decent life.” 
 
Thank you for your energy, compassion and work for a better world. 
 
Grands ’n’ More Winnipeg 
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