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Links to Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg: 
Webpage 
Facebook 
Twitter 
 
Events: 

All events are postponed 
 until further notice. 
 
 
  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

   If you aren’t receiving the monthly Granny Bulletin check it 

out. It’s great. The Bulletin is the SLF’s communication to all of 

us from the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign. It is 

such a pleasure to read - so positive and encouraging. There are 

videos, notes from Zoom calls, photos and connections to 

upcoming and ongoing activities. Here’s the link:  

grandmotherscampaign.org. 

   The Coordinating Committee is endeavouring to contact all 

members by phone.  We just want to connect and let you know 

we’re still here and eager to resume our fundraising projects. 

This will surely start happening in 2021 as we are vaccinated 

against Covid-19 and the nasty pandemic is wrestled to the 

ground. This has really been an interesting time for the 

Grandmothers Campaign.  Although what we can’t do looms 

very large sometimes, what we can do is important to support 

those struggling with HIV, AIDS, Covid-19 and many other 

challenges. 

Everyone can be involved.  Spread the word! 

Submitted by Co-chair: Fran Gropp 

(Co-chair: vacant)                                   

  News from the Co-Chairs 
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Memories from SLF Grandmothers To Grandmothers Trip to Ethiopia, Rwanda and South Africa 
 

   Some of our members may not be familiar with the trip that 
Deb Radi and I were fortunate to take in 2014. We travelled 
with 21 other members of grandmother groups from across 
Canada. We visited the Grandmothers and the orphaned 
grandchildren that they are raising. Through income 
generating projects such as sewing, weaving, vegetable 
gardening and more, these grandmothers are being 
supported by SLF and other NGO agencies to develop skills to 
support their families. They also receive grief counselling and 
participate in group activities where they share their stories 
and develop bonds with other grandmothers dealing with 
HIV for themselves and their grandchildren.  
   It truly was a life changing experience.  

   We flew into Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. 
It is a city in a valley surrounded by hills. Up on the 
top of the hill, I saw this young woman who gathers 
sticks and walks to the city to sell them for fire 
starters. Our guide told us she earns the equivalent 
of 25 cents for each trip. The sticks are used to start 
the fires for the Coffee Ceremony. The group 
gathers to talk and try to solve their problems.  

   This is a typical house in Addis. They have to take big 
jugs to the local water pipe to get water for the 
household. Children can go to school for free, but they 
must have their own uniform and shoes. At every 
project we visited, we were welcomed with singing and 
dancing and then we listened as the grandmothers 
shared their stories.  
 

 
 
 
   Flying into Rwanda was very different from  
Ethiopia.The capital of Kilgali was completely 
destroyed in the Genocide, so the city looked 
new and modern, thanks to the money that 
came into the city from other countries. 
 
(cont. p.3) 
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 We were happy to purchase many of the beautiful crafts that the ladies had made in their projects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   We participated in a march for International Women’s 
Day and in South Africa we got to play with the 
Grandmothers in their Go-Go Olympics. They came from 
all around the area to compete in soccer, netball and 
skipping, but they also got nutrition counselling and could 
be tested for HIV. They were happy to have us there as it 
was a big event that made the front page of the 
newspapers.  
   On that trip we saw and learned how hard the women 
are working to protect and raise their grandchildren. They 
do so much with so little and are very proud of all they 
have accomplished. They expressed their deep gratitude 
to SLF and the Grandmothers to Grandmothers campaign 
for the support they have received.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   At the Hillcrest Aids Centre in South Africa, we 
gathered under a “Yarn Bombed” tree which 
was covered in “grannie squares” sent from our 
grandmother groups in Canada. This was the 
inspiration for the Canadian Museum of Human 
Rights exhibit on Inspiring Change which 
features a tree covered in knitted squares. 
Submitted by Nina Logan 

Photos by Alexis MacDonald and Nina Logan 
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  With Valentine’s Day around the corner we are offering a 10% discount on the 
price of Jacky’s gorgeous hand-poured acrylic oval pendants in addition to 
promoting the many other gift items one can treat their special someone with. 
Watch for posts on Facebook and remember that in addition to ‘liking’ the posts, 
please ‘share’ as well. This spreads the word even farther! Don’t forget to share on 
Instagram and Twitter as well. We will also be sending a separate email to members 
that can be shared. 
Link to the online store: https://grands-n-more-winnipeg.square.site/ 
   Thanks to our members, their friends, relations and people who found us through 
social media, the online store has had 24 individual sales with net sales to date 
totaling $1,392.93. These monies help keep funds flowing from the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation to the community-based projects that support African grandmothers during these challenging 
pandemic times. 
 
The table below shows sales by month. 

Month Sales Total Square Fees Net Sales 

Oct-20  $                20.00   $             0.88   $            19.12  

Nov-20  $             826.00   $          28.19   $          797.81  

Dec-20  $             368.00   $          12.78  $          355.22 

*Jan-21  $             228.00   $             7.22   $          220.78 

Totals  $          1,442.00   $          49.01  $      1,392.93 

 
   Curious as to what has been selling? The table below breaks up the sales by category. Bags are still our strong 
seller. Jacky Molyneux’s hand-poured acrylic jewelry items have been very popular! We sold a couple of the 
fabulous donated quilts, as well as a few baby bibs and a couple of bookmarks. We also sold one painting (the 
lovely Lady in Red) and collected $60 in delivery fees. 

 
   Thank you to everyone who has designed, sewn, crafted, quilted, donated or taken time to deliver, 
photograph, measure and describe the items we are selling online. We are always looking for new products. If 
you knit, sew, or have time to create in other ways, please contact Nina (ninalogan@shaw.ca) or Donnie 
(dfridfinnson@gmail.com). We have a ton of ideas that we think will complement the great lineup of Grands 'n' 
More Winnipeg  products! 
Submitted by Donnie Fridfinnson 
 
 
 
 
 

Bibs Bags

African 

Items AFTA

Crafts 

(Jewelry)

Crafts 

(Quilts)

Miscella

neous

Delivery 

Fees

Monthly 

Totals

Oct-20 $20 $20

Nov-20 $321 $35 $50 $185 $175 $10 $50 $826

Dec-20 $15 $173 $170 $10 $368

Jan-21 $30 $160 $38 $228

 Category 

Totals $45 $674 $35 $50 $393 $175 $10 $60 $1,442

Grands 'n' More Winnipeg  Online Store  

Stephen Lewis 's end of the year message tells of the consequences of COVID for sub-Saharan 
Africa…the  economic downturn has caused disruption of service, disruption in availability of 
medicines and disruption in  access to hospitals and clinics.  
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=705764870300247   Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign  Facebook page  
Submitted by Frances Molaro 
 
 
 

4 

https://grands-n-more-winnipeg.square.site/
(ninalogan@shaw.ca
(dfridfinnson@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=705764870300247


 
Manitoba Grandmothers Regional Liaison 
Report   
   A bit of a reminder first, for those wondering what 
your GRL does:  There are currently 18 GRL positions 
(5 from BC, 3 from Alberta, 1 each from Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Quebec, 5 from Ontario and 2 
from the Atlantic provinces).  In some provinces 
there are co-GRLS for certain regions.  Each 
represents a geographic area.  Our role is to keep in 
touch with the grandmothers’ groups in our regions, 
report monthly by teleconference on the groups’ 
noteworthy activities, hear reports from 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign staff, 
collaborate to suggest approaches to Campaign-
wide initiatives such as celebrating this year  the 
15th anniversary of the Campaign, and otherwise 
offer the diverse and thoughtful insights from these 
women from across Canada. 
   On our January Zoom call GRLs each shared a word 
to reflect how they are feeling about the 
Grandmothers Campaign and the coming year. Here 
are the words shared: 
Hopeful (hopefully), welcoming, resilience, resilient 
and determined, optimistic, grateful, sharing, 
energetic, cautiously hopeful and thankful. 
It is always heartening to hear about the imaginative 
ways some Canadian groups have carried on raising 
funds and maintaining commitment and cohesion 
among their members.  Geography and numbers 
have been friendly to some groups, less so to others 
as some smaller groups across the country have 
been unable to maintain their activities in the face 
of the pandemic.  We hope with fewer health risks 
some if not all will find renewed energy.  
   Online concerts and learning events are coming 
up.  For example, on February 13 tune in to a concert 
from Connie Kaldor and family, in my opinion one of 
the loveliest voices from our prairie talent pool, 
organized by the Saskatoon group.  Click on the link 
below to register and pay your $20 ticket price: 
https://grandmotherscampaign.org/event/virtual-
concert-with-connie-kaldor/ 
   Find other events on the online calendar:  
https://grandmotherscampaign.org/events/ 
    There is a poster in this newsletter (See p.6) about 
a concert in April being organized through a 
collaboration among a number of groups across 
Canada.  All those volunteering describe a steep but  

 
 
 
exhilarating learning curve as they master the 
organizing, networking, “big asks” and technological 
challenges involved.  We must know some of the 
great musicians here in Manitoba!  Maybe among 
the Manitoba groups we could do this too……..?   
 Excerpt from latest Granny Bulletin: 
“The Grandmothers Campaign 2021 online 
fundraising website is live! Already, grandmothers 
groups are creating custom pages to kick-start their 
fundraising activities. We’re excited about the many 
creative ways groups are safely raising funds online. 
Whether you're creating a fundraising page for your 
grandmothers group, an upcoming virtual event, or 
your own personal fundraiser, these pages make 
online giving easy. “ 
Visit:  http://grandmotherscampaignpledges.org 
Follow the link below on the updated Campaign 
website for a big-picture view of fundraising 
options: 
https://grandmotherscampaign.org/get-
involved/#raise-funds 
Submitted by Sharon Twilley (twilleys@gmail.com) 
 
 
 
A Bit of History from the Spring 2020 edition of 
SLF’s newsletter ‘Spotlight on Grassroots’ 
 
The Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign was 
launched in 2006, as an initiative of the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation, in response to the emerging 
crises faced by African grandmothers. Since 2006, 
more than $36 million has been raised in support of 
grandmothers and the community-based 
organizations who support them in sub-Saharan 
Africa. In the face of discrimination based on 
gender, age, and HIV status, they are courageous 
advocates for their families and communities. 
 
The Grandmothers Campaign now includes 10,000 
grandmothers and grand-others in Canada, 
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. Grandmothers groups organize fundraising 
events and activities and act in solidarity with the 
grandmothers and the SLF’s community-based 
partners in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Submitted by Fran Gropp 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Congratulations!!  Even though we haven’t been meeting due to Covid-19 Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg has 
contributed $6,138.07 to the Stephen Lewis Foundation (SLF) so far this year (our year is April 1 to March 31), 
as follows: 
 
Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Projects/Donations 
Donation cheques payable to the SLF 
Grands ‘n’ More Winnipeg Fundraising Page with the SLF 
Donations made directly to the SLF “that we hear about” 

2,898.07 
120.00 
450.00 

   2,670.00 
$6,138.07 

 
Submitted by Barb Fletcher, Treasurer 
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